FOR THE RULE OF LAW ABOUTUS +  NEWSLETTER NEWS GALLERY LIBRARY SUPPORT CONTACTS
MARCO PANNELLA®

-

VIETNAMESE WRITEQ AND HUMAN RIGHTS DEE
VO VAN Al HAS PASSED AWAY

BOme / News / ViUl oy Puman nghts defender.

NHA VAN — NHA TRANH BAU NHAN QUYEN VO
VAN AI VUA TU TRAN



Quy ban mén,

Toi that dau budn xin théng bao cling cac ban anh V& Van Ai, nha tranh
dau nhan quyén, nha thd va Cha tich Uy Ban Bao Vé Quyén Lam Ngu®i
Viét Nam da qua dai hom th(r Nam tai Paris sau mot thdi gian dai trong
bénh. Anh la mot nguGi ban tuyét vai cia Bang Cap Tién Xuyén Qudc Gia
(Transnational Radical Party) va thanh vién danh du ctia Uy Ban Toan Cau

Vé Phap Quyén “Marco Pannella”.

Anh V3 Van Ai 1a mot Phat tlr, ngudi ludn chl trugng 6n hoa bat bao dong.
Ngay tU thai thg au, anh da khong chap nhan su bat cong va khéng ngai
hiém nguy dé duong dau véi ap blc. Nam 11 tudi, anh bi bt va bj tra tn
vi dau tranh cho nén doc lap cla Viét Nam chong lai ché do thuc dan.
Trong Chién tranh Viét Nam vao nhifng nam 1960, anh da di khap thé gidi
dé cd xy cho mdt giai phap Phat gido bat bao ddng nham giadi quyét cudc
xung dét, d&€ ngudi dan Viét Nam cd thé tu quyét dinh tucng lai clia minh,
ch(r khong bi ap dat theo mot giai phap tir Moscow, Bac Kinh, Washington
hay Paris. Tai Y, anh 8y d& xudng dudng vi hoa binh tir Sicily d&n Rome
cting véi Danilo Dolci va nhitng ngudi ban Y khéac. D6 1a lc anh gdp anh
Marco Pannella, ngudi ting hd quan diém va hanh ddng cta anh &y, va trg
thanh mot nguGi ban rat than thiét tur do.

Dang buon thay, khi chién tranh Viét Nam két thuc, diéu toi té nhat da xay
ra. Ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1975, xe tang cda Ha NGi ti€n vao Sai Gon, ciing
tur do dat nudc thong nhat dudi su cai tri cia Cong san. Hon hai triéu



ngudi da bi giam gilr trong cac trai cai tao, ndi hang tram ngan ngudi da
chét vi doi, kiét surc, bi tra tan hodc bi hanh quyét khong xét xir. Hai triéu
ngudi nita da tim cach thoat khoi ché dé cong san va tim kiém tu do bang
cach ra bién bang nhiing chiéc thuyén mong manh — Thuyén nhan. Theo
tai li€u cua Lién Hiép Quadc, it nhat la mot triéu ngudi da thiét mang trong
cudc di cu’ bi thdm nay. Tai Paris, anh V& Van Ai d& phat dong mot cudc
van dong vai su ho trg cta cac tri thirc Phap thué mét chiéc tau ctru nan,
Ile de Lumiere, d€ vét ngudi dang gdp nguy kich trén bién Dong. Hang
ngan ngudi Viét Nam da dudc cltu thoat trong chién dich nay.

KE tir do, cting véi Uy ban Quyén Lam Ngudi Viét Nam, ma toi la mét
thanh vién tich cuc, da ti€n hanh khéng ngirng nghi cac chién dich quoc té
nham t6 cdo cac vi pham nhan quyén & Viét Nam va van dong chinh
trudng qudc t& gy ap luc dé tra tu do cho cac ti nhan chinh tri va cai
cach dan chu. Trong nhirng nam qua, cac thanh vién cta Nghi vién Chau
Au thudc Dang Cap tién, bao gom Marco Pannella, Marco Cappato, Olivier
Dupuis va nhitng ngudi khac ludn san sang Gng hé hanh ddng clia ching

toi.

P&i vai toi, anh V6 Van Ai khdng chi a ngusi Cha tich phong trao, ma con
la ngudi t6i nucdng tua tinh than, nguén hirng cam cda t6i — va cudi cung la
ngudi ban ddi cla t6i. T6i lac 16i khi anh &y khong con. Ldi chir tir bai tho

clia W. H. Auden c6 I& thé hién rd nhat cam xuc cla toi bay gid:

Anh phuong Béc, troi Nam, ngo Pong va I6i Tdy em,



Tron nguyén tudn va chu nhat nghi ngoi,
La trua, toi, man dam hat ca thua thot;

Em cu’ nghi tinh bén muén thugd: dau ngo.

H&y dap tat ngan sao em khéng muén nia;
Khuat vang trang kia va ca mat troi;
Quét hét dai duong nui non cao tham;

Vi gio’ day doi con nghia ly chi,

Nhung cudc dau tranh phai ti€p tuc. Viét Nam con dudi ché do doc tai
cdng san. Hang trdm nha hoat déng tré dang bi cdm tu vi quan diém hoéc
niém tin cla ho, va t&t ca cac quyén tu do cd ban déu bi tir chdi. Uy ban
cla chung t6i sé ti€p tuc dau tranh. T6i hy vong cac ban sé cung chuing toi
thuc hién udc md clia anh V& Van Ai — d6 13 xay dung tu do va dan chu
cho Viét Nam.

Penelope Faulkner

Dear friends,

I am so sad to announce that V& Vin Ai, human rights defender, poet and President
of the Vietnam Committee on Human Rights died on Thursday in Paris after a long
illness. He was a great friend of the Transnational Radical Party and honorary

member of the Global Committee for the Rule of Law “Marco Pannella™.



Vo Van Ai was a Buddhist, a proponent of nonviolence. From his early childhood,
he refused to accept injustice, and took every risk to stand up against oppression.
At the age of 11, he was arrested and tortured for his struggle for the independence
of Vietnam under colonial rule. During the Vietnam War in the 1960s, he travelled
the world to advocate a nonviolent, Buddhist solution to the conflict, so the
Vietnamese people could determine their own future, not be subjected to a solution
made in Moscow, Beijing, Washington or Paris. In Italy, he marched for peace
from Sicily to Rome with Danilo Dolci and other Italian friends. It was then that he
met Marco Pannella, who supported his vision and actions, and would become a

very dear friend.

Sadly, when the Vietnam War ended, the worst happened. On 30" April 1975,
Hanoi’s tanks rolled into Saigon and the country was united under Communist
rule. Over two million people were detained in re-education camps, where
hundreds of thousands died of hunger, exhaustion, torture, or were summarily
executed. Two million more sought to escape the communist regime and seek
freedom by taking to the sea in makeshift crafts — the Boat People. According to
the United Nations, at least one million lost their lives in this tragic exodus. In
Paris, Vo Van Ai launched a campaign with the support of French intellectuals to
charter a rescue ship, the lle de Lumiere, to rescue those in danger on the South

China seas. Thousands of Vietnamese were saved in this effort.

From then on, with the Vietnam Committee on Human Rights, in which | was also
fully active, we waged tireless international campaigns to denounce human rights
violations in Vietnam and seek international pressure for the release of political
prisoners and to democratic reforms. Over the years, Members of the European
Parliament from the Radical Party, including Marco Pannella, Marco Cappato,

Olivier Dupuis and others were always ready to support our actions.



For me, Vo Van Ai was not only the President of our movement, but also my
mentor, my inspiration — and eventually my partner in life. | am lost without him.

These words from a poem by W. H. Auden best express my feelings :

He was my North, my South, my East and West,
My working week and my Sunday rest,
My noon, my midnight, my talk, my song;

| thought that love would last for ever: | was wrong.

The stars are not wanted now: put out every one;
Pack up the moon and dismantle the sun;
Pour away the ocean and sweep up the wood;

For nothing now can ever come to any good.

But the struggle goes on. Vietnam is still under a communist dictatorship.
Hundreds of young activists are imprisoned because of their opinions or beliefs,
and all basic liberties are denied. Our Committee will continue the fight. | hope
you will join us to realize Vo Van Ai’s dream — that of building freedom and

democracy for Vietnam.

Penelope Faulkner

Nguodn: http://globalcommitteefortheruleoflaw.org/



