Peter White
&
Anh chyp boi W.E. Garrett
National Geographic

SAI GON:

TAM CHAN CUA CON BAO

Ngb Bic dich



S i~ e ————
rll : i N - ﬁllﬁ\qivj‘z

; )

by

§  NATIONAL
$ 2GEOGRAPHI

=

b e T
S T
_':'-':gﬁ.r\_-\-"‘-"‘-._‘r-?"\

e
e

i}
=
o e

|

=

vl i
il s
I\_

.
e

- T
e W o

nE
o
me T

WALES, LAND OF BARDS
ALAM VILLERS, THOMAS MEBBIA  T27

ey
g Y
"\\_\_"\- -

s

MOTHS THAT BEHAVE LIKE HUMMINGRIRDS
TREAT DAVIDSON

L T

T

:.‘R"
=)

o

ALASKA'S MARINE HIGHWAY W. L GARRETT

THE LIVING SAND WILLIAM H. AMDS

'h-\"‘-u:' % ? 3 '\\_\_l-\.
3

o

SAIGON: EYE OF THE STORM
PETER T. WHITE. W. E. GARRETT

o

AP me

.r.s,..""'-
[

THE jounKat oF THE NATIONAL GEOGRAFPHIC SOCIETY wasmivoToN D €

70

&

o I W

T L e T 0 K e

Y

ol




SAIGON e
Eye of the Storm B

By PETER T. WHITE 4 > "'\‘u.rl the airpon of Sxigon. by pdess
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Cuéc dao chinh chop nhoang o Sai Gon: Xe tang do cdc si quan noi ddy cua Quadn doi mién

Nam Viét Nam chi huy dd am am tdn cong ving ngoai 6 thi do ciia nude cong hoa vao thing 2
vira qua trong mot muu toan bi that bai nham It do chinh phii. Nhung cudc song dan sw van tiép

dien, it bi xdo tron boi moi de doa cua sung dan va sy do mau.
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Trong 16p bui bam va hoi néng, mot chiéc xe taing do My san xudt da tran lan
1én via hé bén canh t6i va dimg lai. Vién trung si Nam Viét Nam trong thap phao xoay khau sung
méy 50 ly hudng 1én troi. May bay chién dau oanh tac do My san xuat ciia Khong quian Nam
Viét Nam gam 1én & mot goc chéo cua khiu sung may. Tir d6i canh cia né treo nhiing hoa tién,
manh mai va sim tbi.

Vién trung si trén xe ting di kiém ché viéc khai hoa. May bay dung lao xubng, cac hoa
tién van ¢ nguyén vi tri. Trong dudng bay ctia né6 mot phi co khac di phong dén..

“Moi thir c6 thé nd tung bét cr luc ndo,” dai iy Khong quan Hoa Ky bi chay niang & bén
canh toi noi. Va chung t6i ding & do, tai san bay Tan Son Nhut ciia Sai Gon, bat luc trude bd
vuc tham hoa.

Cam giac nay khong moi ¢ tha d6 mién Nam Viét Nam, tai thanh phd timg duoc ménh
danh la “Hon ngoc Phuong Pong”. Chung t61 bi méc ket boi mot cude dao chinh, cude dao chinh
th&r siu nd ra tai Sai Gon trong vong 16 thang. Mdi 1an cac nha lanh dao déu tuyén bd muc tiéu
cia ho 1a doan két dan toc va théng loi trong cudc chién tranh du kich c6 tinh chat quyét dinh
nhiéu nhét cta thoi dai chung ta. Nhung chua c6 chinh phii nao c¢é thé tran ap dugc nhitng nguoi
noi day trong truong ky tu goi minh 1a Mat Tran Giai Phong. Nhimng ngudi chéng d6i ho goi ho
la Viét Cong hay "VC", nghia la nhiing nguoi cong san Viét Nam.

Céc chinh phii ¢ Sai Gon lan lugt phy thudc vao luc lugng va vii khi - va ngdy cang phu
thudc vao binh linh - tir Hoa Ky; Viét Cong da thu hut sy hd tro tir Cong san Bic Viét Nam, tir
Trung Quéc Cong san, va tir Lién Xo6. * Liéu mot cudc chién cua nhiing nudc khéng 16 ¢6 duogc
cham ngoi ¢ day hay khong? Sai Gon bay gior 1a mdi lira cua thé gidi.

T61 khong nhuc nhich bén canh chiéc xe tang do. Bay gio n6 quay dau va lan di, can
ang-ten truyén tin cia n6 dong dua. Cac oanh tac co chién dau cling gam ra, d€ uy hiép mot so
khu vuc khac cua Sai Gon.

D6 1a nhimg diu hiéu bé ngoai ciia cudc dao chinh mai nhat. Pang sau am thanh lach
cach cua cac thiét bi quan su, cac tudng linh va cac dai ta cua Nam Viét Nam da de doa va tim
16i thodt ctia ho qua cac cudc thuong thiao, mot cach than trong, thong qua cac trung gian. Khi
ho chay dua dé mua chudc hodc bat gitt 1an nhau, cac ¢ van M7 cia ho da bam vao hy vong
réng s& khong c6 cudc tham sat nao ¢ Sai Gon lan nay. Hoac lan sau. B&i mot cudc phan dao
chinh xem ra chéc chin s& xay ra.



Nhén vit cia thoi diém nay: Thi twéng Phan Huy Qudt lanh dao chinh phii lién hiép vao thang
2 véi sw hdu thudn ciia cdc twong linh (xem dnh bén phdi [trong nguyén ban, Ngé Bac]. Tai day,
ong Qudt ca ngoi curu ngueoi hing, Trung twéng Nguyén Khdanh (hang thir nhat, si quan thi hai
tir trdi sang), dong thoi nghe c¢é vé nhw ban cdo phé sw nghiép qudn sw va chinh tri ciia 6ng ta;
sau do, ong Khdnh roi dit nuée véi tw cach la dai sir heu dong.

Bdc si Qudt, mot bdc si, dimg dau ché d thir bay ké tir thoi Tong thong Ngé Pinh Diém. Khi
nhdm chike, éng néi: “Tinh hinh cia dat nwée Viét Nam nho bé chwa bao gio phire tap nhw vy,
nhung chiing téi sé cé gdang lam hét sirc minh”.
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Nhém quyén lyc vao cudi cudc ddo chinh thang 2: (Hang thir nhat, tir trai sang phdi: Thiéu
twéng Nguyén Vin Thiéu, Phé thi twong kiém B trucéng Quoc phong; Trung tuwéng Nguyén
Khénh bi cach chire; Thiéu twéng Tran Van Minh, Tong tie lénh cdc lwc lwong vil trang; Thiéu
twéng Pham Xudn Chiéu, Chu tich Hpi dong Ldp phdp Quéc gia; Twéng William C.
Westmoreland, Tw lénh Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam; va Chudn tuéng Neuyén Hitu C6, Tw lénh Qudn
doan II. (Hang thit hai, ngodi ciing bén phai) Chudn twéng Nguyén Cao Ky, T 1énh Khéng qudn
Viét Nam, va cac bo truong dan sw (ngoai cung bén trai).
skeksk



Phat ngon vién tinh than: T hwong Toa Tam Chdu truc tié'p lanh dao Vien Hoa Dao, mot co quan
cau nguyén cho hoa binh thé gidi.
Ong néi véi tac gia White: "Nhdn ddn ching t6i da chién ddu trong 20 nam; s dau khé ciia con
nguoi co gioi han. Vao nam Quy Ty, hoa binh phai dwoc ltai lap". Cac nha su da tham gia mot
cugc tuyét thuc dua dén viéc It dé chinh phu Ti van Van Huong.
Thwong Toa Tam Chdu néi: “Ddng hién cho doi tu hanh khéng c¢é nghia la sw tram tw bat dong.
"Chiing t6i phdi dén thdn vao cudc song thiee té ciia nguwoi dan."

skskok

Hai triéu ngwoi trong thanh phd
v6i nha mét ting

Trong khi d6, cudc sdng van dién ra binh thuong trén cac con phd, ngd hém va kénh rach
& mot trong nhitng thanh phé dong dtc nhat thé gigi: 2.000.000 ngudi chen chic trong vong 20
ddm vudng.

Nhitng con s6 vé dan sd va dién tich ndy ngang ngira voi khu Manhattan [cua thanh phd
New York City, chu cua Ngo Bic), nhung nhitng ngdi nha & Manhattan c6 chiéu cao trung binh
1a sau tang; Sai Gon thyc sy 1a mot thanh phd mot tang (xem trang 848 [trong nguyén ban, Ngb
Bic]). "Nhu thé toan thé cac chiéc banh trong mét lo banh quy dwgc nhdi nhét vao trong mot hop
ca moi", ngudi ban gbe Viét cua t6i, 6ng Dinh noi. Ong ay thich banh quy nhu khi 6ng 4y thich
lam t61 ngac nhién v6i cau ndi cua ong.
"Chung t6i néi, 'Cang ban, cang sdng 1au", ong 4y ndi véi t6i cAu nhu thé "Tdi nodi rang toi
khong ngac nhién. Nhitng dira tré & Sai Gon sdng sot qua nam dau tién phai c6 nhiéu chat khang
vi khuan hon nhitng ngudi My dugce tiém chung tbt.



Ong Dinh néi rang 6ng ta rat vui vi toi ¢a nhin moi thir theo cach dé. "Chung t6i noi, 'Tre
cang cao, cang uon thap hon’, 6ng dén tir mot dat nude tuyét voi; ong co the thu dac mot tam
hon coi mo. "

Ngay budi t6i khi t6i dén, mot sinh vién tén Nguyén Thi Nhu Mai da nhan duoc 3.000
dong, gan bang 40 d6 la My, tir Saigon Rotary Club (Phu Luan Hoi Sai Gon) nhu mot giai
thuong cho bai ludn vé dtic tinh cong dan. Rang sang hom sau, tai cho Trung tdm [cho Bén
Thanh ?], mot sinh vién tén 13 Lé Vian Khuyén [?] bi ban béi mot doi xur tir; thanh phd dang trong
tinh trang thiét quan luat, va anh ta dé bj bt trén duong phd mang theo cac truyén don, hai qua
min va mot qua lyu dan cta Viét Cong.

Do 1a tinh trang dién hinh ctia Sai Gon. Cau chuyén nhu thé t6i da nghe dugc tir mot vién
dai uy luc quan Hoa Ky dén tir tiéu bang Texas. .

"Chung t6i dang & trén mai nha tai khach san Caravelle, dé 1am 18 mimng sy thing chic
ctia mot s quan dong doi. Trén con song cach d6 vai dim, mot chiée tau chd dau dang bbc chay
va nd tung. O hudng nguoc lai, cic may bay tha hoa chau chiéu sang trén dau VC; toi c6 thé
nghe thay tiéng sing cdi. Va & day chung t6i da udng ruou sim banh mau hong, trong khi trén
duong Ty Do bén dudi, moi ngudi di lo cong viée nhu thé d6 1a dém thi bay & qué nha. "

Gan nhu tit ca 15.000 ngudi My & Sai Gon déu co thé ké nhitng ciu chuyén tuong tu, va
chang bao lau nita toi ciing vdy. Khong noi nao khac lai kich dong t6i lién tuc dén thé, véi
nhitng cam xtc manh mé va 1an 16n dén thé.

Mot ngdy chii nhat, ban cua toi, ong Dinh di chd toi ra khoi thanh phd. Chung t6i bang
qua séng Sai Gon trén mot cdy cau méi va di vé hudng dong bic trén xa 16 Bién Hoa - ca hai déu
la tugng dai cho vién trg cua My, do USOM (United States Operations Mission: Phai B§ Cac
Hoat Dong ciia Hoa Ky) phén phdi tai Viét Nam.

Chung t6i di qua mot dy 4n phat trién nha & méi, danh cho céc gido su Pai Hoc Sai Gon;
mot nha may san xudt xi ming méi, cac dudng day dién mdi, do cac ky su Nhat Ban xdy dung
nhu mét phan cua khoan boi thudng thudc Thé Chién thi nhi.

Vira di qua chd mot vién chirc cia co quan USOM, Gustav C. Hertz, bi Viét Cong bét coc
mat tuan trudc khi ong ta di xe may ngang qua, chung t6i r& khoi duong cao téc va di vao mot
con duong hep giita nhitng canh dong laa, co dira va mia duong.

Mot ngudi dan 6ng ngang qua mang theo mot cai bay chim bang tre. Ong Dinh néi: “Anh
ta c6 mot con chim mai lam moi trong d6, v4i nd, anh ta hom nay cé thé bét duge hai muoi con
chim tréng, va ngay mai 6ng sé& tim thdy chiing & chg ban thii cung & Sai Gon”.



Sau mot cdy cau nira, ching t6i dén dich - dinh thu cta k¥ su vé huu Pao Vom [sic, Vin,
Ngb Bic] Nhon, trén Pho Island [Cti Lao Ph$?]. An minh cach chiing ti chi hai dam 13 cin cir
khong quan Bién Hoa, noi siing cbi cuia Viét Cong vira tiéu diét nim may bay oanh tac ctia My.

Thu do Sai Gon bi vui dap trong chién tranh, cé hinh dang nhu mot con ca nhay khoi mat nuoc,
bdam vao mét vong cung ciia Soéng Sai Gon. Nhitng dai 16 réng 16m véi nhitng toa nha bé thé dan
chen tao nén thanh pho. Bén tau ven séng phuc vu cdc tau thwong mai. Sai Gon cai quan vua liia
ciia manh dat chién tranh bi chia cat gan vi tuyén 17 (xem anh bén trén [trong nguyén ban, Ngé
Bac]).



SEARCHLIGHT EYE of a patrol boat

af suth Vietnamese Navy Ricer

Force glares down on a sampan near
(a, a village across the ricer
The icary & Began here
“ong guerrill, essed ax
Sfriendly tnamese Rl made an
audacions b d-run raid on the suburb
within =i, cy headquarters.
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Anh séng ciia mot chiéc tau tuan tiéu cia Liec Lwong Pwong Séng Hdai Qudan Nam Viét Nam
chiéu thang xuéng mot chiéc thuyén tam ban gan Xa An Khdnh, mét ngéi lang bén kia soéng gidp
Sai Gon. Sw canh gidc bdt dau ¢ ddy sau khi du kich Viét Céng, dn mdc nhw nhitng nguwoi linh
Biét dong Viét Nam than thién, thuc hién mot cugc dot kich tao bao vao viung ngoai 6 ngay trong

tam nhin cua bo chi huy hai quan.
sk sk
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Cay Bwéi Tré Thanh Nan Nhan Chién Tranh

Ong Nhon néi vé hé thuc vat dang cht ¥ ctia hon dao. Cay xanh muot nhu nhung phat
sang trong bong t6i. Hoa xac phéo [firecracker: thudc ho cassandra: O Ro? Ngb Béc] mau da
cam, co gdc gic & viing cao nguyén nhung thuc su lai nd 1o ¢ ving dat ngang muc nude bién noi
day, trong dat dai duoc song 1am mat mé. Va nhitng cdy budi ndi tiéng, c6 hat giéng duoc dua tir
mién bic vao tir nhiéu nim trudc. Ong Nhon sé hitu 2.000 cay, theo quy luat, mdi cay cho
khoang 100 qua budi hai lan mot nam, véi tong san luong 400.000 qua mdi nim. Ong Nhon 1a
vua buoi cua Sai Gon.

"Khong con nira," 6ng ta néi. "Hay nhin xem, khong mot cay nao c6 hon 50 qua. Va 20
phan tram so cay cua t6i da cheét."

Nam ngoai, ong giai thich, héa chat da duoc rai doc theo duong cao tdc dé giét chét thuc
vat va khién VC khé mé cac cude phuc kich hon. "Mt chiit héa chat d6 da troi ndi theo cach
nay", 6ng Dinh cho hay. "Buéi ¢ Sai Gon thi dit gia trong nim nay".

Mot doan tryc thing chay ram ram trén dau khi chiing t6i di chuyén vao phong khéach ciia
ong Nhon. Theo truyén théng Viét Nam, n6 chtra dd dac noi that mau sdm, dugc cham khéc dﬁy
dic. Hai ban thd dat lu hwong bang dong thau va hoa qua cung duong t6 tién 6ng Nhon, vong
linh céc béc tién boi va Phat T6.

Tb6i ngudng md chiéc 4m st ma tir d6 chung t6i phuc vu tra. Buic tranh trén d6 that tinh
X4o0. Ong Dinh bao con hon thé nira; d6 1a mét tap hop cac biéu tuong, mot hoa dd thuc sy cta
hanh phuc.

N6 da cho théy mot nha hién triét c6 rau, chi sy truong tho. Mgt phu nit cAm mot qua
dao, tugng trung cho sy thinh vugng. Mot dua tré con, mang y nghia la c6 nhiéu con chau. Mot
dia thtrc an vdi thit vit, cho mén an ngon, va mot con nai, chi sy may man - ¢o nghia 1a sy giau
sang, va dugc su uvu ai cua cap trén. Va dau hiéu hanh phiic nhét trong tat ca, 1a hinh v& mot con
doi mau doé.

11



Ngueoi hao don chinh thire cing véi Luc lwong Nit Qudan Nhdn, Nguyén Kim Chi cho doi todn
dau tién thudc qudn dgi Pai Han phi chién ddu dén mién Nam Viét Nam (xem dnh trang 867
[trong nguyén ban, Ngé Bac]).

kksk
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Biéu hién cua hoa binh déi mat véi chién tranh: Anh sang cua Thu vién Abraham Lincoln, mot
co 56 ciia 8¢ Théng tin Hoa Ky, vay goi doc gia dén géc phé ndy ciia Pai 16 Lé Loi.

Cdc st quan va vién chirc Hoa Ky tai mét cdu lac b trén san thwong thuwong nhin thdy dnh sing
chéi 16a ciia héa chdu dwoc tha xudng tir trén khéng khi qudn chinh phi danh du kich Viét Cong
trén cac canh dong xung quanh Sai Gon. Nhiéu nguwoi My dd né tranh cdc nha hang va rap hat

céng cong vi nhitng vu danh bom gan day boi quan Céng San.
skeksk
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Néi Vé Sw Giau C6 Lam Lan Téa Hanh Phiic

T6i biét mau d6 1a moét mau may man. Nhung tai sao lai 1a mot con doi? Ong Dinh giai
thich: "Con doi ndm ngu voi tu thé 16n dau xuéng dit va chan treo trén cao. Con vat éy thuc su
rat thoai mai. khong phai lo lang gi ca. Hay an thit doi o va xem nd s& mang lai nhitng gi cho
ong!"

Ong Dinh di gi6i thiéu 6ng Nhon 13 mot ngudi gidu c6 - "Piéu d6 khong lam ong ay bdi
roi hay sao?" t6i hoi.

"Piéu d6 khién ong ta thich thu", ong Dinh néi. "That lich sy khi hoi:" Ong kiém dugc
bao nhiéu tién mot nim? "Hodc" Ngoi nha mdi ciia 6ng gia bao nhiéu? "Néu nghe gia cao, ban s&
no6i tot, mot ngdi nha tuyét voi. Néu nghe gia thap, ban hiy noéi that hanh phac. Gia qua ré. Néi
vé tién, 6ng thay day, 1a mot cach dé chia sé hanh phuc."

Chung t6i di ngang qua nhitng canh dong trong thudc 14 va sin, ciy cao su va mot ngdi
mo dugc trang tri cong phu - "ngudi Trung Hoa giau nhat tai Viét Nam", 6ng Dinh béo.

Chung t61 dung chan ven song, tai mdt quan an dugc dan kha gia ¢ Sai Gon ua chudng.
Tai mot ban, xung quanh 14 gia dinh ong, c6 Ngai Ung Trinh, timg 14 ¢6 van cao cép cua vi
hoang dé cudi cung cta Viét Nam. O mot ban khac, xung quanh 1a cac phong vién ngudi My, ba
Katharine Graham dén tir tha d6 Hoa Thinh Pén (Washington, D. C.), chii tich ctia to nhat bao
Washington Post.

Chung t6i goi moén dic san cua nha hang- ca séng chién, nhé dén ndi trong gidng nhur
miéng khoai tiy chién kiéu Phap, va thit bit tét nai. Trudc khi mon kem duge dem ra, mot chiée
xe tai chd Linh Biét Kich (Commandos) cia Khong quan Hoa Ky trong quan phuc mau xanh 14
cdy. Nhitng chiéc mii 16n, cac khau sung luc, va cac ddy thit lung véi bang dan séang loang da
mang dén cho ho mot khong khi mién T4y [Hoa Ky] hoang da.

"Tat ca nguoi cua Luc Lugng Khong Quan - hdy trd vé can ctr!" ho hét 1én. "Tat ca quan
nhan - hay lién lac véi don vi cua ban!" Mot nira s6 khach hang véi va roi di.

Pau ngay hom do, Viét Cong da tAn cong céac doanh trai cua My tai Pleiku, cach Sai Gon
250 dam vé phia Bac (ban do, trang 838 [trong nguyén ban]). Trong 30 phut, sing phong lyu dan
va stiing cdi clia ho da giét chét 8 nguoi My, lam bi thuong 126 nguoi va ban tring 21 may bay.
Gio day phan g dang trong tién trinh thanh hinh.
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"Thit lon quay mém", quang cdo bang chit Han bén canh mét gian hang thit va gia cam. Lép phii
gia vi trong nhw son mai, co vi ngot va cay, lam tang hwong vi va vé ngoai cua thit lon va ga vit
dd ndu chin. Bat chdp sw tan phd cia chién tranh xung quanh Sai Gon, thanh phé van rén rang
Vi nhitng cude san dudi thoi binh. Tac gia Peter White twong thudt: “Trong cho, nguwoi ta nghe
thdy tiéng on do ciia mét thanh phé ban rén véi théi quen hang ngay. "Nguoi ban thit bo khé va
Ot d6 rao hang bang tiéng kéo cdt ciia anh ta, tiéng gé nhip nhang cia thanh gé bdo trude sw
tién lai gan ciia mot qudy bép nau canh di dong."
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D6 hép cia My giri lam qua cho ngwoi Viét di tim nguoi mua tai quay hang nay. "Téi khéng dn
cdp ching," nguoi ban phdn doi. "Téi dd mua ching tir ngwoi khdc." Thong thwong, nguoi nhdn
thwe pham Hoa Ky bdn né boi vi nguoi dé khéng quen véi viée an nhitng mén an nhw viy va can
tién dé mua gao, thwe pham dinh dweéng co ban ciia minh."

skeskok
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Vong Hoa Ton Vinh Cac Phi Cong va Nguoi Chét

Pém d6 may bay Hoa Ky dd ném bom cic muc tiéu quan sy & Bac Viét Nam, va ngay
hém sau ho tong 24 may bay Nam Viét Nam lan dau tién tan cong vao phia bic vi tuyén 17. Mot
ngay sau, tai Tan Son Nhit, cic phi cong Viét Nam dd duoc Trung tudng Nguyén Khanh, Tong
tu 1énh mién Nam Viét Nam trao ting huén chuong. C4c nit sinh d3 choang cic vong hoa quanh
cd ho.
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Méi tir trdn chién, Chuan Twéng Nguyén Cao Ky nhdn dwoc sie chao don ciia mot anh hing sau

khi ném bom vao cac can cir qudn sy cua mién Bdc Viet Nam - mot phi vu tra thu cho nhitng
ngueoi My da hy sinh tai Pleiku. Hau hét hai td chiéc mdy bay cia vi twéng nay déu bi tring dan
tir mat dat; mét mdy bay bi roi xuong. Vai ngdy sau, nhém nha van kiém nhiép dnh gia cia
National Geographic di ding bita sing véi mon hi tiéu Trung Hoa véi Tuéng Ky trude khi vi

phi cong mau mé bdt dau bay ngang dau cdc e heong dao chinh.
skeksk
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Nguwoi chi huy dao chinh, Chuan Twéng Luc Qudn Lam Van Phat chiém tong hanh dinh ciia Luc
lwong Khong quén cia Tuéng Ky (xem dnh bén trang doi dién [trong nguyén ban, Ngé Bic])
trong mdt mueu toan hoi thang Hai nham 1dt do chinh phii. Tity vién khong quan Anh Quéc, dirng
sau Tudng Phdt déng vai tro trung gian. Twéng Ky de doa sé dgi bom tong hanh dinh ciia minh
néu Tudng Phdt van & lai do.
seskok

Chuén Tuéng Nguyén Cao Ky - Tu lénh Khong quan Viét Nam, ngudi di ty minh chi
huy cudc dot kich - deo khian quang ¢ mau hoa oai huong [lavender] (xem anh ¢ trang d6i dién
[trong nguyén ban]). “Do 1a mau yéu thich cta vo toi,” 6ng ta n6i. Nhitng ngudi dén chiic tung
gan nhu 1am ong dy ngdp tho.

Cung ltc d6, phia bén kia san bay Tan Son Nhut ciing ching kién man ting hoa va huy
chuong. Nhitng thir ndy nam trén quan tai pht ¢ ciia nhitng ngudi My chét & Pleiku (xem trang
858 [trong nguyén ban]). Mot si quan doc cac 10i tuyén duong ho qua loa khuéch am,, cho biét
ho dén tir tiéu bang nao: Kansas, Tennessee, Maine ...

"Trinh dién ...Chao tay! Khiéng ... quan tai!"
Tuéng Maxwell D. Taylor, Pai sit Hoa Ky (xem trang 855 [trong nguyén ban, Ngb Bic]),
va Tudong William C. Westmoreland, tu 1énh MACYV - Military Assistance Command, Vietnam:

Bo Chi huy Vién Tro Quan Su, Viét Nam - ling ngudi ding nhin, trong khi nhitng nguoi chét ¢
Pleiku dugc dua 1én mot chiéc may bay.
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Vao ngay do, tir Tan Son Nhiit nhitng thdn nhan ngudi My dau tién roi khoi Sai Gon,
theo 1énh cua Tong Thdéng Johnson. “Gid day ching ta khong con lwa chon nao khac ngoai viée
chuén bi chién dau,” ong noi, va ho da ra di, nhitng dua tré deo bang tén, nhitng nguodi vo
nghiém trang, hay mim cudi hodc roi nudc mit.

Budn ba nhat 1a cac cd bao miu Viét Nam. Trong phong chd sin bay, Nguyén Thi May
[?} bé bé Claire Duiker 7 thang tudi 1an cudi (xem anh trang 854 [trong nguyén ban, Ngb Bic]).
T6i thiy c6 4y hon vao khuyu tay dira bé. Cha cua Claire, William J. Duiker, Jr., [tac gia tac
pham Ho Chi Minh: A Life (2001), Ngé Bic] mot nhan vién Bé Ngoai giao Hoa Ky tai Sai Gon,
1a con trai ciia nhan vién cia Tap Chi NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC, ba William J. Duiker.

Ba M. Keith Humble, chu tich AWAS: American Women’s Association of Saigon: Hi¢p
Hoi Phu Nt Hoa Ky tai Sai Gon, lo léng vé cac hd so; sau 15 naim, AWAS di c6 rat nhiéu hd so.

Tai ngdi nha ctia ba Robert Burke, Uy ban An Sinh ctia hoi AWAS da phan bo sé tién
cudi ciing quyén goép dugc thong qua viée ban sach day niu an, thiép Giang sinh va cac chiéc gio
do nguoi dan bo toc & Cao nguyén Viét Nam lam. T6i di thap tung ba Erland Heginbotham dén
Bénh vién Nhi déng Sai Gon, khi ba di trao tim chi phiéu cudi cung va mot thung dd choi.

Bénh vién Nhi dong 250 givong. O khu t6i dén thiam, mot s6 givong gom hai dia tré,
mot sb chtra dén ba tré.. Nhung chung c6 vé vui vé. Mbi dira déu co6 me & d0, hodc it nhat 1a mot
chi gai.

Co6 Duong Nguy¢t Di [?], nhan vién xa hdi cho biét: “Cac ba me & lai sudt. "Vao ban
dém, ho ngu & day, trong khi nhimg dtra tré 16n hon trong nom gia dinh ¢ nha. D6 1a hé thong
diéu dudng tich hop cia chiing toi.

Toi cling dén mot trai tré mo coi, di cing véi ba Walter Wells. Chdng c6 dung dau Hoi
Viét My, noi co6 rat nhiéu ngudi Sai Gon dén hoc tiéng Anh - nhiéu hay it. Ba Wells, mot y ta
chinh danh, d3 dén tham trai tré md cbi vao thir Bay hang tuan, dé tam rira cho bon tré va boi
thudc mé& 1én vét con triung can cua chiing. Pay s& 1a 1an tham cubi cung.

Mot cau bé ngoi trén san nha vaoi mét bat thirc an trude mat.
Ba Wells noi: “No6 6m quéa khong thé tu dn dugc. "Toi nghi trong mot tuan nita nd s€

chét. Con gai nho ciia toi nhu vdy: canh tay giy gudc, bung phinh to va phat ban. N6 khong
cuoi, khong khoc. N6 khong c6 biéu hién gi ca."
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Chen chiic cua lodi nguoi: nhitng tip léu bang tén, gé vun va gidy bia cimg chat cimg Cho
Lwgm Sai Gon, véi 2.000.000 nguwoi trén 20 dam vuéng, la bang chiing dn twong cho cdu tuc
ngit Viét Nam “Tdc dat tac vang”. Nhitng khu 6 chudt dé bdt chéay nhw viy dang ton tai trén bo
viee ciia tham hoa. Hai nam trude, héa hoan da thiéu rui 2.000 can léu, khién 30.000 nguoi mat

nha cua.
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Bao gao lam oan lung dwoc khiéng vao mét nha kho & Cho Lén, khu nguoi géc Hoa & Sai Gon
(xem danh & trang doi dién [trong nguyén ban, Ngé Bdic]). Gao la mdt hang xudt khau hang dau

cua mién Nam Viét Nam.
skskok
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malndarous Ben Nghe Canal run a bigh risk of chelera. Woman at
by & round charcoal cooker. A baatman propes his eraft along the
believing that the eye painted on the bow protects him e demons

Bi ddy xuong mede do thiéu khong gian séng, cdc cong dan chen chiic nhau trén thuyén tam ban
va trong lan nha san. Mot ludt thanh phé hé tro cde chii s6 hitu ciia nhitng ngdéi nha co chan truc
ra quyét dinh rang tai san trén mdt nuwdc khong phai chiu thué. Cu dan doc theo Kénh Bén Nghé
¢6 nguy co mdc bénh dich ta rdt cao. Nguoi phy nit bén trdi ditng bén mét bép than qudy tron.
Mot nguoi chéo thuyén ldi thuyén cia minh doc theo con dwong thity, tin rang con mdt dwoc vé

trén miii thuyén bdo vé anh ta chéng lai ma quy.
skskok
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Ba Wells dd nhan nudi bé gai do, va ngay mai ba s& dua bé dén Connecticut. Toi di gap
6 bé Kim Loan Wells, da trg thanh mot ké quyén ril ltc ba tudi rudi - xinh xén, sdng siia va tinh
nghich. Toi d4 nghi rang, c6 Ay s& la c6 gai ndi tiéng nhét trong khudn vién truong hoc.

Mot khu khac cua trai tré mo c6i la noi nuoi dudng nhiing ba me bi bo roi. Mt nguoi
phu n@t bé con 1én va nhin t6i cham chu. Téi hdi thong dich vién cua minh rang c6 ay dang noéi gi

vay.

“Co ay noi:*“ Xin hdy nhan nudi con trai tdi Mang no6 di véi ong vé My, 161 nd sé tro
thanh nguoi quan trong, va khong that hoc nhu to1. "

T6i khong biét phai néi gi .. Toi rdi bo di.

Banh Sinh Nhiat Lam Dju Sw Cing Thang

T61 Ién mdt chiéc xe buyt chay gitta cac co s& cia My nam rai rac khap Sai Gon. Céc tam
chan dugc gan trén ctra s6 xe buyt dé tranh lyu dan.

Mot trung 0y cia Luc Lugng Dac Biét thudc Luc Quéan 1én xe va phat hién ra mot nguoi
ban. "C6 nh¢ Jim khong, ¢ tinh Binh Binh? Anh éy bi tring dan."

"Budn vé diéu d6. Nghiém trong khong?"
"Khong, xuyén qua vai. Anh 4y 6n."

Sau lung t6i, mot dai iy Khong quan néi véi mot ngudi khac. "Vo t6i da noi dién 1én - ho
khong hoan thanh d6i giay da voi ciia c6 4y dung han."

"Xin 101 ve dieu do," ngudi kia néi. "Toi dodn t6i1 s€ 1a thiéu ta trude khi téi nhan dugce
tui do choi gon cua minh."

Tuyén xe buyt di tir khu ctia BOQ:, hay bachelor officers’ quarters:khu si quan doc than,
dén MACV-1, tong hanh dinh ctia Tudng Westmoreland; dén kho quan tiép vu; va dén khu BEQ
(bachelor enlisted quarters), tirc khu cdc quan nhan tinh nguyén nhap ngli doc than. Toi da
xudng xe tai mot nha may thudc 1a cii. Bay gio 1a HEDSUPPACT:-- Headquarters Support
Activity, Saigon: Hoat dong Ho tro Tong Hanh Dinh, Sai Gon - to chtc da chira chip va nudi
song hang ngan ngudi My dugc bd nhiém cho co quan MACYV.
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Chi huy truéng, Pai Gty Archie C. Kuntze cua Hai quan Hoa Ky, dang trén dién thoai,
chic mimg mot dau bép vé chiéc banh trong 1& ky niém ba nim thanh lap MACV. “Tudng
Westmoreland rat hai long,” Pai uy Kuntze noi. Anh ta dit dng nghe xudng va quay sang toi.

"Sy cing thang ¢ day rat kinh khing," 6ng néi. "Mot ky biét phai thuong 1a mot nim, va
sau tam thang ho nhan duoc tin budn — ho nghi ring ho c6 thé khong két thiic dung nhiém ky
duoc."

Pai Uy Kuntze da tir Truong Kinh Doanh Pai Hoc Harvard (Harvard School of Business)
dén Sai Gon dé dam nhan chuc vu chi huy b phan trén bo ¢ hai ngoai 16n nhét trong Hai Quan,
va da dang nhét: 40 khach san, bién cai thanh cac khu BOQ va BEQ, cong v6i khoang 200 bét
dong san khac; 1.500 xe buyt, xe tai va xe jeep; Quéan Tiép Vu Hai quan ban ron nhat thé gidi, va
tat ca nhitng van dé dau dau lién quan dén viéc cung cap thuc phdm va phim anh cho cac don vi
M tai 100 dia diém khac nhau trén khap mién Nam Viét Nam.

Cang Boc D& Cac Qua Tao va Pan Dwoc

Noi ban ron nhat trong lanh dia cia bai Uy Kuntze 1a Cang Sai Gon. Bén canh chiéc tau
ché hang Illinois tir San Francisco, t6i nhin thdy hang nui bao xi ming va phan bon; kim ty thap
ctia nhimg hop téo tir Tiéu Bang Washington, canh quat cho mdy bay truc thing, lon nudc hiéu
Seven Up.. Trong mot nha kho, ngoai mot déng may chon bai hat tu dong (jukeboxes), mot chiée
xe nang xép chong 1én nhau nhiing thung day ap cac bang dan .45 cho sing luc va stung tiéu lién.
Mbi thung chira 108.000 vién dan.

Gan d6 c6 mot tim bang 16n ghi: NGHI DEN GAO. "Khoai tiy dang thiéu hut," mot
trung iy Hai quan cho biét. "D¢ 14 diéu dang phan nan. Chung t6i chi an com khi hét khoai tay."

Mot nhom nit cong nhan boc xép nghi ngoi sau khi vac nhiing bao gao ca dém. "Phuy nit
lam nhitng cong viéc thyc sy nang nhoc ¢ day", mot trung iy khac néi. "Nhiing bao gao duoc
chat 1én vai va ho budc di khoang 200 bo Anh (feet) [khoang 70 mét, Ngo Bac) dén xe tai. Mdi
bao nang 50 kg - 110 can Anh ( pound)."

T6i dd ndi chuyén véi mot nguoi phu nit boe xép véi ring boc vang va bd dd ngi mau
den. Hién gid ba ay khong c6 chong, nhung ba 4y c6 tdm ngudi con, va ba Ay rat vui khi c6 viéc
lam. Céng viéc da tra 65 dong cho tam gid, dii dé nuoi séng gia dinh ba néu cac con gai cua ba
mua sim mot cach khon ngoan. Mot ngudi dap xe xich 16 ¢6 thé chi kiém dugc 40 ddng mot
ngay.
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Nhitng cuén hwong vong treo trén tran trong mét ngdi chiia nguoi Hoa & Cho Lom. Nhiing

nguoi cau xin thap nhang roi cam vao lu hwong, dot vang ma (goc trai), mong dwoc linh ung.
skeksk

26



Dang phun nwoc, mot nguoi dan ong vun vén cho cay mai dang chom no hoa don Tet, ngay dau
nam theo dm lich.
sksksk

Viéc chi huy khac thuong cua Pai Uy Kuntze lai phai d6i mat voi mot van dé dau dau
khac: 1am thé nao dé bao vé tat ca hang nghin ngudi My ¢ Sai Gon.

“Chiing t6i dang ctung cb vi thé an ninh ctia minh,” t6i duoc chi huy trudng quan canh
cua co quan HEDSUPPACT, Trung T4 Paul Atherton thudc Luc Quan déi Hoa Ky cho biét.
Pém Giang Sinh ndm ngoai, can phong ciia dng da bi d6 sap khi ong & trong dé, trong mot vu nd
phé huy chung cu Brink BOQ.

“T61 mang mdt m¢ hon don,” 6ng noi. "Tam miii khau & dau, 12 miii khau ¢ vai. D6 1a
cach day do tot doi vai toi".

Thio G& Bom: "Van Pé Ciia Sw Phan Poan"

Khu cu tri ctia Quan Canh ctia Trung T4 Atherton c6 mot trong nhiing hang rio cao nhat
trong thanh phd - tudng cao 6 bd Anh (feet) cong v6i 13 bd Anh (feet) ludi thép, dé ngan chin
nhting ké ném Iyu dan.

Vay con nhitng chit né duoc sap dit can than, chang han nhu min nd diéu khién tir xa
ning toi 40 can Anh (pound) duoc tim thdy trong mot chau hoa ¢ bé boi ctia quin nhan My thi
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sao? Hay chiéc hop den, véi thiét bi dinh gio, duoc tim thdy bén ngoai cira so6 phong ngi ciia
Hatcher James thudc co quan USOM thi sao? D¢ 1a noi dén cuia Richard Lays, Trung Uy Hai
Quan phu trach viéc Xt Ly Min Bom - n6i don gian hon, 1a di pha bom.

"Ba ha si nhat va toi," Lays noi, "lam viéc theo timg cdp d6i. Sau khi chiing t6i don sach
khu vic, mot nguoi tién vao va xem xét sy viée. Anh ta quay lai va noi v6i ddi tic ciia minh
nhing gi anh ta suy nghi. Ngudi thir hai xem xét, va ho noi thao luan véi nhau. Sau dé dén luot
nguoi ké tiép tién vao lam viéc."

Dau tién 1a 6ng nghe. Khong c6 am thanh? Néi day, day nap va kéo nhe mot chiit. Khong
gi xay ra? Néu dé 1a mot chiée vali, ¢d md nd, mot cach nhe nhang dé cam nhan xem c6 10 xo
1am bung n6 ra hay khéng. Néu d6 1a mot goi hang, hiy cit nd bang cua sit.

Puoc gan thé tré nhé, Claire Duiker cho di tan khéi Viét Nam (xem anh & trang doi dién, trén
cung [trong nguyén ban, Ngé Bac]). Nguwoi bao mau, Nguyén Thi May, co nén nwée mdt khi chia

tay dira bé ma co da cham soc tur khi lot long.
skeksk
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Noi buon chia tay nhitng nguwoi than yéu phang phdt trén khuén mdt hanh khdch trén nhimg

chuyen bay dai ve nha.
skekesk
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Dai sir Hoa Ky Maxwell D. Taylor chao tam biét hai biét kich thiéu nhi trong bo dé ran ri. Thiéu
Tuong Joseph H. Moore, Tu Lénh Khong Qudn Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam, va Tuong Westmoreland
(bén phdi) ditng phia sau. Khi cdng thang gia tang vao thang Hai, 1.800 nguoi than thuéc Hoa
Ky da roi khéi ddt nwée theo lénh cia Téng Thong Johnson.

skoksk
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Tai san quy gid trong tay, nhitng ngueoi My quay vé qué hwong tran ra san bay Tan Son Nhirt ciia
Sai Gon dé 1én mdy bay phan lyc thwong mai. Nhém dau tién roi di trong vong 36 gio sau khi
Téong Thong tuyén bo, "Gio day ching ta khong con lwa chon ndo khdc ngoai viéc thu gon dé

chuan bi chien dau." Linh khong quan cam mot khau sung truong ban nhanh.
skeksk
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Con chuén chuén kim logi, mét chiéc tryc thang vil trang cia hing Bell-HU-1B bay trén Sai
Gon. Khi qua séng, né vut vao tam ban ciia Viét Céng, vong dai an ninh két thiic ¢ noi khoi dau
6 cdc canh dong xanh. Phi céng Michael J. Davis, nguoi dd bay hon 500 phi vu trong 5 thang
dau tién & Viét Nam, dd c¢é 3 phi co bdn ra tir dwedi bén duéi. Toa chung cw Brink BOQ (hdang
dau bén phdi, gitta anh chup), bi mét vu danh bom dém Gidng sinh khién 2 nguoi My thiét mang

va lam bi thwong. hon 100 nguwoi khdc.
skekesk
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Va néu no thyc sy 1a mdt qua bom?

"Chiing t6i dat bao cat xung quanh né va cho nd tung ngay tai d6. Poi khi chung t6i
khong thé 1am didu o, vi vay ching t6i 1y ngoi nd ra. Hodc chung t6i d6 thach cao Paris vao va
dé cho no cung lai, 1am bat dong co ché. That khong may, viéc d6 tao ra nhiét , va mot sd ngoi
n6 phan (mg v&i hoi néng. D6 1a van dé cia sy phan doan. "

Trung uy Lays, 27 tudi, nd mot nu cudi nhe nhdm véi toi. "Chung t61 da phai cit mot
chiéc vali, va chu s¢ hiru da ndi dién. Hanh 1y khong nhiéu nhung anh ta néi rang chung toi da
lam hong di giay tap thé duc cua anh ta."

T6i d theo ddi thoi quen phong ngira ctia ngudi My. Mo thi xach cua cac quy cd dén du
mot budi khiéu vii ciia co quan USO [United Service Organizations: Cac T6 Chtrc Phuc Vu
Théng Nhét, 14 cac t6 chirc thién nguyén nham cing ¢b su an vui cua cac quan nhan tai ngil va
gia dinh ho, Ngo Bic]. Kiém tra chimg minh thu tai khu BOQ's, bai nhitng ngudi bao vé dang
sau hang rao thép gai. Nhin dudi mui xe ¢ cong co quan HEDSUPPACT. Nhung, vé co ban, su
an toan ctia ngudi My nam trong tay Viét Nam. Trung Tuéng John L. Throckmorton, pho tu 1énh
MACYV, n6i thém rang ngudi Viét Nam di hoan toan cha dong nén "chiing t6i phai chap nhan
nhiing rui ro da tinh toan nhat dinh."

Nu Cuoi Canh Sat Sai Gon - va Su Luc Soat

Phé Giam Pdc Canh Sat Sai Gon, Thiéu Ta Nguyén Vian Luan, c6 bdn dién thoai trén
ban, mot cdy gy chi huy bang simg triu, va mot 4n ban cta quyén The Police and Resources
Control in Counter-Insurgency (Canh Sdat va Cdc Phwong Sdach Kiém Sodt Tai Trong Cudc
Chéng Noi Ddy), do co quan USOM soan théo.

“Chung t6i dang siét chat,” Thiéu T4 Luan n6i. "T6i dang di kiém tra. Ong hiy di cling

A

to1.

Chung t61 bat dau v6i tram kiém soat Tan Thuan & Quan 4, mdt tram géac thoang mat sau
hang rao thép gai (trang 870-71). Bén trong 14 sung tiéu lién, dién thoai, 4m tra va bo dam, phong
truong hop dudng diy dién thoai bi cit. Cac bich chwong, dugc in 4n boi co quan USOM
[United States Operations Mission: Phai B Cac Hoat Bong cua Hoa Ky (tai Viét Nam}, Ngo
Bic], cho thdy canh sat tuoi cudi luc soat nguoi dan va ngudi dan mim cudi dap lai.

O td, xe dap, xich 10, xe ngya va xe gan may lan luot dung lai. Cac canh sat chao, mim
cuoi va luc soat. Cac phu nit bi kham xét boi mot nit canh sat mac quan dai khe mau xanh.
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Thiéu t& Luan néi: “Doi khi chung t6i tim théy thude phién trong téc phu nir, hoac cac 1énh
truyén cua VC dugc budc vao chan dan 6ng, hoac lyu dan. "Trén hét chung t61 nhin vao doi mit.
Luong tdm bét 6n tu n6 boc 10 trong doi mét."

Gan day, mot tén VC di chay va nhay xudng song, nhung mot canh sat di ban chét anh ta
ngay khi anh ta cham mit nuéc. Thiéu td Luan noi: “Nhan vién ctia chiing t6i 1a nhiing tay thién
xa. "Pugc dao tao boi co quan USOM."

Man dém budng xudng khi chung t6i 1ai xe dén cac bén tau, leo 1én thuyén canh sat, bing
qua nhiing chiéc tau chd hang ra giita song Sai Gon. Lan gié nhe nhang, anh dén Sai Gon lap
lanh tr mgt nha hang ndi, tir cau lac bd du thuyén, tr khach san Majestic.

Chung t6i di ngang qua mot chiéc thuyén tam ban chd mot gia dinh dong ngudi, mot con
ch6 va bira toi dang duoc ndu trén bép than hong. Pén tau cua chung t6i da tat. Ching toi tién
dén mot chiéc thuyén tam ban khac, ciing tdi thui. Chung t6i dd bat dén roi vao nd va dung lai
(xem anh ¢ trang 840 [trong nguyén ban, Ngb Bic]). Thiéu T4 Luan thong dich: “Anh ta n6i gio
thoi tat ngon dén”. "C6 thé 1a nhu thé."

Lén bo mot 1an nira, ching t6i 1ai xe ngang qua nhimg nguoi bdc xép dang cau tom dai
bang ban tay t6i, qua cac quan ruou ven séng, va xuyén qua Chg Lon - khu vye ngudi Hoa clia
Sai Gon, noi cudc séng trong cac cua hang va via he tran déy mot cach ryc rd va nhdn nhip sau
khi troi t6i.khong khic gi ban ngay. Khi chung toi dén tram kiém soat Phu Lam & gidi han phia
tay ctia thanh phd, tat ca déu yén tinh, ngoai trir tiéng dé, va ti tim ngoai trir cac vi sao.

Mot chiéc xe tai ché déy lon. Cac canh sat voi dén pin nhin vao hop dung cu cua ndé va &
mit dudi cia suon xe. Thiéu T4 Luan noi: “Chung t6i lo ling vé luong 16n chit nd plastic dugc
dua 1én vao thanh phd.

Mot chiée xe buyt hi¢u Mercedes dirng lai, chat cung véi nhitng ngudi dan qué. Canh sat
luc soat nhitng nguoi dan 6ng, nhung nhitng ngudi phy nit khong bi kham xét. “Khong c6 ni
canh sat nao ¢ day,” Thiéu T4 noi.

VC c6 biét didu d6 khong? "C6 thé. Nhung ching t6i khong thé co du nit canh sat vién."

Khong du tién hay sao?

"Khong du tan binh. Chung t6i co thé s& nhan duoc nhiéu hon nita. Du sao thi, nhiing vu

vay bét 1on thong qua cac sy mat bdo.. Mdt s6 tai xé 1a dic vu cua chung t6i. Ho chuyén tin, va
chung t6i cho xe tai di qua. Chung t6i di theo dé xem ai 14 ké tiép nhan d vat."

34



Thiéu T4 Luan noi 161 chao tur biét luc ntra dém. "Ca ngay chiing t61 khong co tiéng siing
ban, khong c6 tiéng no, va khi téi vé nha va mac bd do ngu, dién thoai s€ d6 chudng. N6 xdy ra
gan nhu moi dém."

Cdc hudn chwong Anh Diing Béi Tinh, do mién Nam Viét Nam trao ting, dwoc trang tri trén
quan tai phii co cia linh My, 8 nguoi trong sé ho da hy sinh tai Pleiku, dia diém cia mét can cir
khéng quan Hoa Ky. Viét Cong xdm nhdp vdo cdc co sé quan sy va phd né chiing bang sing coi
va vil khi nhé. Cugc tdn céng lic 2 gio sang da gdy thwong vong cho hon 130 qudn nhdn Hoa Ky
va cham divt mot nén hoa binh khéng chinh thire vén da thi hanh trong 1é mirng ndm méi ciia Viét
Nam. Trong ba thang dau nam nay [1965, Ngé Bac], 101 linh My da thiét mang.

35



koksk

Bi tan tdt boi chién tranh, Lé Vin Cw [?] ditng tro troi trong Qudn Y Vién Céng Hoa, gan Go
Vci'p\. Nguweoi linh bi mat canh tay trong tran mua dan c6i tai Pirc Hoa, cach Sai Gon 14 dam vé
phia Tay.

skoksk
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Hoa N& Trong Cac Chién Hao Tranh Khong Kich

Sau cac cudc khong kich dau tién vao mién Bic Viét Nam, hoi thang 8 ndm 1964, dé tra
dtia viéc tau khu truc ham ciia My bi tn cong ¢ Vinh Bic B, Sai Gon da dao hao doc mét sb
duong phd va quang trudng cong cong dé bao vé ngudi dan trong truong hop bi khong kich.
Gio day bao chi loan tin vé viéc dao cac chién hao méi va thir nghiém coi bao dong cudc khong
kich.
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Péi tuan tiéu dudi anh trang cho doi de phuc kich mot dai doi quan dot kich Viet Cong an ndu
gan Go Vip. Cdc thanh vién cia Lic Lwong Nghia Qudn - mét logi linh canh gitk ban lang -
hang dém liing sodt qudn cia ho, nam trong tam ban sing coi ciia San bay Tan Son Nhirt chién
lirge. Anh sdng ciia mot chiéc mdy bay tir phi trieong tao thanh mét vét sang trén tip léu. Qudn
cong san gan dday da ban phd khu viee nay, dot chdy 50 ngéi nha va lam né tung mot bénh vién

phu san.
skkk
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Nhung nhitng nguoi linh thuéce Nghia Qudn, giong nhw nguoi linh véi khuén mdt nghiém nghi,
sau do da ha sat nam ke dot kich.
skskok

Nhung thong bdo la mot chuyén, cac sy hoan thanh la mot chuyén khac. Thi trudng Sai
Gon - bac s Pham Phu Khai [?] - d4 nhin nhan su khéac biét ndy mét cach triét 1y.

"Chung t61 s€ don sach cac hao trude day," ong ay noi, "va chung t61 dang c6 ké hoach
mua mot sO coi bao dong méi & Hong Kong, vi nhiing chiéc ching to1 c6 khong mat tot."

Chi méi gan day, D6 Truong Pham Phu Khai da ra 1énh 1ap cac rénh trudc Toa D6 Chanh
va trong hoa - cho kip Tét, ngay Pau Nam theo 4m lich, ngay 18 16n nhit cua Viét Nam. "Ching
t6i s& don sach mot sd kho chira dd bén dudi Toa D6 Chanh, dé su dung lam noi tra an," ong ta
néi, "nhung chung t6i sé dé nhitng béng hoa ¢ ngoai d6. Ching ta ciing phai 1am gi d6 cho tinh
than phan chan."
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Vién Do Trudng dua t6i dén phong tiép tan khong 15, noi ¢6 12 chiée quat tran dang quay
gifta nhitng bt tranh tuong dy hoa va bui cdy. Nhiing birc tranh trén tuong da miéu ta Sai Gon
trong cac giai doan phat trién khac nhau. La mot phio dai c6 twong bao quanh niam 1795, phao
dai hinh ngdi sao 12 canh, do cac 1anh chtia Viét Nam tir phuong Bic xay dung, nhu mét thi tran
thudc dia khoang khoét rop bong cay cudi thé ky 19, mot vién ngoc quy ciia dé qudc Phap. Ciing
c6 ¥ tuong ctia mot nghé si vé Sai Gon trong twong lai - v6i nhitng toa nha choc trdi mau xam.

"Pimg xem trong dé tai do," vién D6 Trudng noi. "Ching t6i khong can nhitng tda nha
choc troi, thay vao d6 ching t6i dang mo rong theo chiéu ngang." Ong ta vach ra ké hoach cua
minh, néu ong tacod thé nhan dugc tién.

"Giao thong dang lam chung t6i nghet thd, dac biét 1a & quan 2, vi vdy chung t6i sé& di
chuyén tram xe hoa. Hién gid day, dudng riy tao thanh ngd cut cta nhiéu con phd dong dic.
Chung t6i s& xay dung mot bén xe buyt méi, dudi long dat va dudng ham danh cho nguoi di bo ¢
cac goc cia Cho Bén Thanh. Nhung chiing t6i khong thé 1am gi cho dén khi tinh hinh chinh tri
on dinh. "

Sang hom sau, to1 dén tham quan trudng quan sam uat nhat trong tdm quan cua Sai Gon,
6ng Nguyén Tan Huong [?].

Ong Huong noéi: “Pay 1a trung tim cta thanh phd.” “Chung t6i ¢6 21 rap chiéu phim va
nha giai tri, 46 t& nhat bao, va cac co gai xinh dep nhét cua toan thé Saigon.” Ong néi thém, diéu
qué t¢ 1a Quan 2 da tao ra nhiing van dé vé an ninh nhu thé.

“Nhirng tda nha quan trong nhit ctia ching toi 1a cac co s& cia My” ... ong dé cap dén
toa nha Metropole BEQ, bénh vién Hai quan Hoa Ky (U.S. Navy Hospital), san choi bowling va
cac van phong rong 16n clia co quan USOM - “va diéu d6 dong nghia véi cac kho khan. Hai vy
n6 min & rap chiéu phim Kinh D6, bom trong cac quan ruou Rainbow Bar, Playboy Bar, va & cac
quan bar khac. Chung tdi ciing nhin dwgc nhiéu tuyén truyén ciia VC, cac td truyén don va 10i
nhin miéng. "

VC di noi gi?

"Réng ho giét nhiéu binh si chinh phu. Réng chinh phu thi tham nhiing. Ring nguoi My
1a dé qudc va boc 16t dat nude theo cach ngudi Phap da lam."

Ong Huong dua t6i dén try sé ciia mot trong bay phuong cua quan cua ong dy. Toi dé y

thdy nhimng tdm bich chuong cua chinh phu. "Ngudi My cai thién doi sdng ciia nguoi dan, VC
mang dén lira dan va su chét chéc." Nhung toi khong thay dién thoai.
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“Khong can dén.” truong khu phé néi. "Toi co thé st dung dién thoai bén kia duong, tai
dai ly ban xe Plymouth."

T6i ciing khong nhin thay sung. Ong Huong néi, "Truong phuong 1a dan su., nén VC s&
khong tan cong vao day." Tai Quén 2, t6i dd nam dugc tin tirc, VC chi tan cong ngudi My.

Viét Cong Pit Biy Nguoi My

Piéu ndy lam t6i budn, rang nguoi My ¢ Sai Gon nén bi ghét va sin dudi nhu thé sao.
T6i da nghe ndi vé mot nguoi ban bong bong nhy mot ngudi My cam ho mén d6 cia anh ta
trong chdc 1at. Bong bong di nd tung.

T6i nghe ndi vé VC véi kim tiém dudi da. Ho c6 thé ddm mot cach 4m tham, trong mot
dam dong, dé dau doc mot nguoi My.

T6i nhin thiy mot ngudi My bat lira cham diéu thude 13, va trong thAm tam, toi nhin mat.
Céc bat lira hit thude di dugc tim thiy voi moi bac dé dot chay chit gay nd 1on.

Nhung khong c6 nhidu canh sat mic thuong phuc trong cac khach san va trén cac duong
phd, theo ddi chiing t6i sa0? Va ching phai 1a cdc co quan an ninh da khong lay thude nd ra khoi
cac qua lyu dan, d6 day cat vao chiing, va chuyén ching qua cac nhan vién chim dén cho VC hay
sao? It nhat, mot s6 ké khung bd s& danh liéu sinh mang minh khi ném cac vat vo dung.

T6i dd xua dudi nhitng ¥ nghi den t6i ra khoi dau oc, khi lich thoi gian quay lai sang Chu
nhat, va to61 di xem phim & Trung tdm Van héa Phap: phim Walt Disney's Bambi, voi am thanh
10ng tiéng Phap va dugc phu dé bang tiéng Viét.

Hoi truong chat cing tré em Viét Nam an mac dep. "Khong, khong c6 canh sat ¢ day",
mdt nhan vién vin hoa Phap néi. "Ngudi Phap chung toi khong ¢ gi phai so." Ong ty hao rang
ngudi Viét Nam van gti nhiéu tré em dén cac truong day bang tiéng Phap ¢ Sai Gon hon bao gid
hét. Ong ta moi t6i vé nha dé dung mot bita an trua tuyét hao. Sau d6 toi dén trudng dua ngua
Phu Tho.

T6i khong thiy ngudi My nao, va chi ¢ hai canh sat trong dam dong gia va tré, nhiing

nguoi c6 veé 1a giau co va ro rang 1a nghéo. DO vai to1, nhiing con ngua trong nho bé, nhung vo
cung tu hao, chiing ngang cao dau.

41



“Tét nhét 1a con lai gitra ngua giébng Anh-A Rép va ngua cai Viét Nam.” Ong Ly Vinh
Khuon [?] ciia Hoi Pua Ngua Saigon (Saigon Racing Society) cho hay. "Di truyén 1a yéu té
quan trong nhét, tat nhién, nhung tinh than cua ngua, cua nai ngua, va cia chu con ngua co thé
tao ra su khac biét."

T6i hoi, "Theo mot nghia nao d6, diéu nay ciing dung trong chinh tri, trong chién tranh,
trong moi thir hay sao?"

Ong ta tra 1i: "O day chung toi nodi vé cac cude dua ngua. Ching t6i khong bao gior thao
luan vé chinh tri."

Mén Thé Thao Qudc Gia Cia Viét Nam: Bong Pa

To6i roi truong dua ngua cho kip tran bong 16n tai san van dong Cong Hoa. "Dam dong
16n nhat trong nam", phéng vién thé thao Phan Nhu My noi.

"Boi vi moi nguoi lac quan sau cudc khong kich ¢ phia bac?"

"Khong, vi day la tran chung két tranh vo dich - DPoi cua Quan Doi [doi Téng Tham
Muu?] ddu voi d6i Quan Thué. Poi Quan Thué cd6 mot tht mén tuyét voi, Pham Vin Rang."

Ong Phan Nhu My cho biét bong da 1a mon thé thao 16n nhat ciia Sai Gon. Tiép theo la
mon bong ban. "Sai Gon c6 57 doi bong da. Trong 14 d6i ¢ giai hang nhat, 6 doi thudc quan doi.
D6 1a trong chién tranh."

Trong sin vin dong ciing vdy, t6i hiu nhu khong nhin thiy bat ky canh sat nao. Doi Quan
Doi chién théng, Vol ty s6 1 trén 0, va toi roi di, thoai mai va hanh phtic nhu mot con doi mau do.

Pém hom d6, Thiéu T4 Glenn Petrenko ciia Luc Quan Hoa Ky goi toi tir chiéc xe jeep
cua ong éy, dé dua t6i di theo mot cudc tudn tra & mot khu vuc ngoai 6 cua khu do thi Sai Gon.
Khu vyuc ndy - gan nhu vong tron, voi ban kinh 11 dam Anh (miles) tir trung tdm thanh phd - bao
gdm tinh Gia Dinh. N6 bao gdm San bay Tan Son Nhirt, B6 Tong Tham Muu cua Viét Nam. mot
trung tam thong tin lién lac cia My, va mot bai chira nhién liéu - tit ca déu rat hap dan dbi voi
linh bén sung cbi cua VC.

Thiéu T4 Petrenko noi: “Khi t6i dén Viét Nam lan dau tién vao nim 1962, Tinh Gia
Dinh chi 1a mdt viung ngoai 6 rdng 16n. Ban cé thé di taxi ra d6 va khong phai lo léng vé nd .
Nhung moi chuyén di thay doi, lac nay biét doi cua anh ta dang cb van cho Pai Uy Binh, Quan
Truong Quan Go Vap, vé an ninh.
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Biét thy ciia Pai Uy Binh la diém dimg chan dau tién ctia chung t6i. Chung t6i hat chuc
mung sinh nhat vg cta vién dai Gy, va toi nhay day véi cic con cta Ong 4y trong vuon. Phai 1a
mot nguoi diing cam dé tré thanh mot quan truong. VC da giét ho kha nhiéu, va doi khi ca gia
dinh cua ho.

Pai Uy Binh noi: “Quén cua t6i 13 quan nho nhat Viét Nam nhung lai déng dan nhat -
284.000 ngudi trong bay xa. "Niam xa hoan toan d6 thi. Hai xd hoan toan nong thén. Ong dy
tham gia doan xe nho cta chiing t6i, va chiing t6i l4i xe qua nhiing con phd nhon nhip, roi nhitng
con phd yén tinh, vao ving nong thén im ling. Ching t6i di tit dén pha, va mét t6i d3 quen véi
viéc nhin véi anh trang.

Ngdi véi t6i 1a Ha Si (Cpl.) L.R. Gallino thudc don vi ciia Thiéu T4 Petrenko. "O déng
kia, ho dd xdy mot phong kham phu san bang tién cia USOM," anh ta néi, chi tay voi khau sing
ngan cia minh. "Hai ngay trudc khi né dy dinh khai truong, VC da cho nd tung no."

Chung t6i chay xe dén tin cay cau thép 16n bic qua song Sai Gon ¢ Phu Long, mot ctra
ngd quan trong vao thanh phd. Nhitng ngudi linh canh ngdi trong mot thap canh va trong nhirng
u dét c6 bao cat quan quanh..

Thiéu Ta Petrenko noi: “Ching ta can mot dai doi bao v€ cdy cau va tuan tra khu vuc.
"Chung ta chi c6 mdt tiéu doi."

Hé thong phong thu cia ciy cau di bi tran ngdp mot 1an. Va ngay bén kia song, ngudi
ddng cip cua Thiéu Ta Petrenko - mot thiéu ta khac caa Luc Quan Hoa Ky - d bi am sat. "Ai d6
da ném lyu dan vao chiéc xe Land Rover cua anh ta. Ké d6 da chay tron. Anh ta c6 thé van dang
séng & do."
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Thién dinh trude cudc thi dau: Mot l6p hoc nhu dao (judo) cua Phat Gido nghe qua loa loi cau
nguyén ciia Thirong Toa Tam Gidc (bén trdi). La mét nha sw cao cdp, dng ciing la mét chuyén
gia nhu dao véi dai den va la Gidm Péc Nha Tuyén Uy Phdt Gido trong Qudn Déi Viét Nam.
MGi dém, éng gidm sat 1.500 hoc sinh, tir 6 dén 70 tudi, nhitng ngwoi tin rang nghé thudt ky ludt

nay xdy dung nhan cach dao dirc.
skoksk
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Lép trén thue hanh bén duéi cdc bire tranh vé Pirc Phét, Hoa Thirong Qudng Pire, nha sw dau
tién tw thiéu dé phan déi chinh phii Diém, va dnh ciia Jigoro Kano, nguwoi sang ldp nhu dao
Nhat Ban.

ok k
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Nhac rock-and-roll gidi tri cho gioi tré theo dao Phdt. Ho tdp trung vao mot cau lac bo thanh
thiéu nién tam bo, mot ph(fn cua hoi cho Phdt gido nham quyén gop tien cho cdc nan nhan ciia

trdn lut nam 1964 khién 6.000 nguoi mién Nam Viét Nam thiét mang.
sksksk
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Nhitng 167 cau nguyén lic nira dém cia cac nha sw Phdt gido chao dén nam méi. Tuc don Tét
bdt nguon tir ngwoi Trung Hoa, nhitng ké di chinh phuc nguoi Viét vao thé ky thir 2 triede Cong

Nguyén. va cai tri ho trong khoang 1.000 nam.
skskok
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Ban tho dire Phdt tai chiia Xd Loi, Sai Gon chdt day hoa quad va nén - mau dé cau may. Nhitng
canh mai, biéu twong ciia miia xudn, trdi rong bén trén cdac binh hoa bén héng. Mot nguwoi tho
phirong di chan tran dén ban tho, theo tdp qudn doi héi. Ngéi chiia heu gitk mét di vt ton kinh,
mét soi téc ma tin do tin rang dé la cia Pirc Phdt. Nude Tich Lan (Ceylon) da trao ting mon
qua thiéng lieng vao nam 1958.
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Sw tro givip tir chdu A: Mot nguoi linh thude mét todn qudn dén tir Nam Han, bao gém 2.000
qudn - chii yéu la nhan vién kj thudt va xdy dung - dé sira chita dwong va cau. Han Quoc la quéc

gia dau tién sau Hoa Ky gui so lwong lon qudan nhan dé vién tro cho Viét Nam.
sk

Phuc Kich Hoat Pong Theo Ca Hai Cach

Tai xa Thanh Loc, ching t6i gip doi tuan tra cta chung t6i, 24 ngudi véi stng carbines
va lyu dan, trong bo quﬁn 40 sAm mau, di chan tran. "VC di chan tran, va chung ta khong dugc
dé lai nhitng du vét khac véi ching," Ong Binh néi. Ong noi véi nhirng ngudi linh: "Cac ban 1a
nhirng ngudi bao vé Thanh Loc. Céac ban phai sdng dung véi danh dy d6 .."

Chiing t6i di ra khoi xa theo hai hang quan, mdi d6i doc mot bén dudng. Mot luc sau Ha
ST Gallino noi, "Ho da phuc kich doi tudn tra & day cach day khong lau va giét chét tiéu doi
truong. Ho tron trong cdy mia va khai hoa tir khoang cach 20 thuée."

Chung toi di qua cach canh dong mia 15 thudc va ding lai. Nhitng ngudi linh tan thanh
nhanh quat (xem anh & trang 860-61 [trong nguyén ban, Ngb Bic]). Pay 1a mot cudc tuan tra
phuc kich, va tat ca déu nam thép xuéng. Ngoai trur Thiéu T4 Petrenko, anh ta budc di ¢ d0, cao
6 bo (feet) 2 phan Anh (inch), v6i khau sung carbine va khau sing luc P-38 cta Puc, kiém tra vi
tri ctia ting ngudi. Hai tudn trude do trong mot cude phuc kich tuwong tu, quan cua 6ng da tiéu
di¢t nam tén VC ma khong c6 thuong vong nao..

Thu minh im lang tai mot chd khién thoi gian troi qua that cham, va diéu d6 khién toi
phai suy nghi. Vé bira tdi hao hang vai gio trudc trén ndc nha ciia Khach San Majestic, cach d6
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mudi dim. Vé ciu ndi cua Thiéu T4 Petrenko nodi, "Cho dén nay, chung t6i da dung d6 doan
quéan khong 16n hon mot trung doi." Toi nghi nhiéu nhat vé Ha Si Gallino ¢ dau d6 gan t6i, véi
bd dung cuy té tot ctia anh ta ...

Trudc binh minh mét chut, ching t6i quay trd lai Thanh Loc va ngdi phich xuéng nén
ngoi cho, dudi mdt mai nha duoc chi tra bdi cac quy vién trg cia Hoa Ky. Xung quanh try s¢ xa
linh bao vé dimg trong nhitng choi canh gac, va clr sau 15 phut, ho lai lan luot gd cac doan dng
[dAn nudc ?] & dam bao voi nhau rang ho van con séng. Cac doan 6ng, co do dai ngan khac
nhau, nghe giéng nhu tiéng chuéng. Vi am nhac cta ho, t6i da ngu thiép di.

Tro lai trung tdm Sai Gon mot lan nita, t6i bi va cham bdi mot nhan thic méi vé viée
thanh ph6 nay da pha tron, mot cach tuyét voi, giita sy yén binh vui vé v6i nhiing thir qua kinh
khing dé nghi dén.

O Cho Bén Thanh, phu nit chon trai ciy, ca va hang trim mon do trang stic - nhu moi nga
ho van lam Nhung ngay tai day, trong mot cudc nao loan chdng lai chinh phu gan day, mot cau
bé 10 tudi da bi ddm. Khi ciu bé 1& minh roi di, ddm dong chay theo, ném mot chiéc xe dap lén
ngudi cau bé va dam chét cau ay.

T6i ¢6 biét nhitng dién bién twong ty qua nghiét nga dé lap lai. Diéu tuyét voi hon 1a toi
cam thay nhe nhom khi cudc déo chinh méi nhat khong mang lai diéu gi toi té hon 1a sy cing
thang va hoang mang.

Giira Nhirng Ric Roi,
Mt Sw Nghi Ngoi Pé Thwéng Thirc Mén Canh

Y niém dau tién cua toi vé sy ric roi da dén ¢ san bay, noi t61 dang doi dé gap mot nguoi
ban thudc thudc Khong Quan Hoa Ky. Xe ting ciia phe ndi loan dua nhau chin cac dudng bang.
Sau d6, mot chiée xe tang lao té1 bén canh t61 va dung lai, trong khi cac may bay chién d4u-oanh
tac trang bi hoa tién gam i trong dudng bay de doa ciia chiing..

T6i theo cac xe ting vao trung tim thanh phd dén dai phat thanh, vira bi chiém giir boi
quan ndi ddy ciia Pai Ta Pham Ngoc Thao va Chuan Tudng Lam Vin Phat (xem anh ¢ trang
847 [trong nguyén ban, Ngb Bac]). Pai Ta Thao phat thanh rang Trung Tuéng Nguyén Khénh,
Téng Tu Lénh Quan Poi Viét Nam, phai ra di.
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Pém hém d6, nhiéu hoa chau hon thuong 1€ duogc tha quanh Sai Gon, trong nhu nhiéu
vang tring vang nhat. Vo budi sang, quan nhay di, trong mdt cudc phan kich, da thu hdi duoc
dai phat thanh cho Tuéng Khanh. Dai phat tin rang Dai T4 Thao va Tudng Phat d bi pha tan va
dang bo tron..

Hoa chau lai ruc sang, va sang hom sau, la lung khong, Tuéng Khanh da bi ha bé. Tong
Tu Lénh lc nay 14 Thiéu Tudng Tran Vin Minh.

Giita con bdi rbi nay, t6i dd nodi chuyén véi mot ngudi linh trén xe ting phe ndi day.
"Chung t61 1a hoc vién s quan," anh ta n61i "Pém qua, mdt si quan da danh thirc chiing t61 va bao
ching t6i 1én nhing chiéc xe ting nay. Chiing t6i dang chd 1énh."

Tir ai? Anh 4y khong biét.

Trong khi nhiing chiéc xe tai chd ddy binh linh trong trang bi chién dau lin banh trén
duong phd, nhirng thuong dan danh luc nghi ngoi vao budi sang dé thuong thirc mén canh Trung
Hoa {mi hay hu tiéu ?]. O mdt quan mi trén dudng V& Tanh, cudc ban tan sbi ndi. Cac bién tap
vién néi vé sy kiém duyét thong tin, cac thuong gia vé viéc kinh doanh, cac sinh vién noi vé céc
cb gai va moi ngudi noi vé bong da.

Thuong nghiép nay duy tri mot cam nhan tt bat thudng — kha ning tip trung vao cong
viéc ctia chinh mdi ngudi ciia dan Sai Gon - ciing duoc chuyén vé nha véi t6i & Quan 7, mot khu
vuc gan nhu hoan toan 14 ndng thén, véi nhimg cdy co, ao ¢, rudng lta va thinh thoang c6 mot
con trau nudc.

Va rat nhidu VC, ngudi 1ai xe cua toi noi. "Canh sat ¢ day luén di theo nhom it nhat ba
nguoi. Xin 6ng, chung ta c6 thé quay lai khach san dugc khong?"

Dan ong va ludi, tré con tha diéu, khong khi & day c6 vé ém dém nhu & bién Nam Hai
(South Seas). Trong tru s& quan dugc canh phong can mat, mot vién chirc noi: "Puong nhién vao
ban dém, 6ng khong dugc ¢ day. Khong cé nguoi nude ngoai, theo 1énh cua d6 truong."

Mot ong gia voi bo d6 ngu mau den va ddi nén coi cili ky ngoi trén bang ghe, cho doi.
Cuoi cung thi 6ng ta cting duoc tran tinh.

"Ong ta noi rang ai do tiép tuc xam nhap dong co chan dé cia ong ta," vién churc cho hay.

"Chung t61 s€& xem xét viéc d6." Do voi nguoi dan 6ng hdm do, di€u quan trong 1a sy an toan
cta nhiing con dé cta Ong ta.
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Nguoi dan Sai Gon da khong nhan ra mire d¢ nghiém trong cia hoan canh kho khéan cta
ho hay sao? Ho thuc su c6 hay biét..

T6i da hdi mot canh sat & san bay rang anh ta nghi gi v€ tinh huong d6. Vé mat cua anh
ay van trong rong khi anh 4y noéi, "Chung toi 1a mot con ca nam trén thot."

Va ai ¢6 thé cam nhén sau sic hon nhitng nguoi phu nit dang cb ging ty lao cho nhiing
nguoi dan ong bi thuong cua ho trong bénh vién quan doi (xem anh ¢ trang 859 [trong nguyén
ban, Ngo Bic])? T6i nghi dén mot quyén tho ¢ dién cua Viét Nam, Chinh Phy Ngdm, hay
"Warrior’s Wife’s Plaintive Ballad”, ¢6 cdu mé dau: "Thud troi dat ndi con g16 bui, khach ma
hong nhiéu ndi truan chuyén. ...”

Trong Khi Chién Tranh Dang Cao,

Sai Gon Tang Truong

Céc t0 bao cua Sai Gon ngay nao ciing 16 ra nhiing khoang trong tring x6a, noi hang chi
sap da bi kiém duyét loai bo. Nhung khong c6 gi bi mat khi VC tdn cong ngay cang manh. May
bay My ting cuong ném bom cac tuyén dudng xam nhép tir Lao, nhung VC van tiép tuc tién vao
xuyén qua cac khu rimg. Ho di xam nhap don 1é hodc theo cac toan. Bay gior d6i khi ho dén theo
nhom to 16n cép tiéu doan.

DPdng thoi, ngdy cang nhiéu nguoi d6 vé Sai Gon. Chién tranh & ving nong thén 1a mot
nhan t6 16n khién dan s6 thanh phd ting gip ba lan trong 25 nim qua.

Trong nhiéu ddy nha von da dong duc, nhitng tic khong gian cudi cting di bi nudt ching
boi nhitng ngdi nha xiéu veo, v6i nhing birc tudng bang bia cting hodc gd vun va mai lop bang
cac tAm ton hodc tranh. O ddy c6 t6i hai trim gia dinh sdng phu thudc vao mot voi nude chung
duy nhat, va vao mot hay hai nha vé sinh chung trén mot con muong hodc mot con kénh 19 thién.
Gid day 250.000 nguoi da sinh song theo cach do.

So ra, ngdi nha ctia nguoi ban tén Dinh 1a rong rai. Nhung bay gid mot vach ngan dang
dugc dung 1én cit ngang phong khach cua 6ng 4y. "Cha me t6i dang don dén ¢," 6ng 4y néi. "Ho

s€ mang theo hai anh em trai cta t6i, mQt em gai va nguoi giup viée."

Ong Dinh khong hé phan nan. Phung dudng cha me 1 bén phéan cao ca nhat ciia nguoi
Viét Nam. "D0¢ 1a trong tam cua ton gido cua chiing t61," 6ng noi.
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Un tdc xe dap lam tdc nghén mot bai dau xe ¢ giita dai 16 trung tam thanh phé. Thanh phé cé
khodng 1.500.000 chiéc xe hai banh nhw vay, wéc tinh khodng hai chiéc cho mét gia dinh. Giita
nhitng day xe,, mét cdu bé giir thing bang mot khay mia ghim dwoc dn nhw keo. Hai nha mdy &
Sai Gon, dwoc xdy dung bang kinh phi ciia Hoa Ky, ldp rdp cdc bo phdn cho xe hai banh voi
déng co cia Y.

skoksk
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Buom lwon trén banh xe, mot nguoi dep Viét dap xe trén pho Sai Gon. Co budc vat vai sau cua

do dai xuong dé tranh bi quan mac.
sk
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Rdo chdn déay kém gai danh bdy xe scooter; Nhitng nguoi di xe tim cdch né tranh né. Chinh
quyén Sai Gon thirong giang hang rdo phong thii nhuw vay ma khéng bdo trude; hang rdo nay da
dwge bung ra trong cudc ddo chinh hoi thang Hai. Mot sé nguwoi di xe bdt can nhin thdy rao
chan khi qué mudn. “Nhiéu lan vao budi téi, t6i nghe thdy tiéng 16p xe kéu rit 1én va biét rang
mot nguwoi ldi xe khdc dd va vao hang rao dédy kém,” nhiép anh gia Garrett twong thudt.

skeskk
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Mot Nén Giao Duc Trong Ton Giao Cua Viét Nam
T6i hoi 6ng Dinh ton gido ciia ong Ay 1a gi.

“Néu toi phai dit tén cho no, t6i s& tu goi minh 1a mot nha Nho (Confucianist),” ong noi.
"Nhung néu ctr nhan manh vao nhin hiéu, ong s€ bi ngd nhan. Nam Viét Nam chung t61 c6 hai
triéu nguoi theo dao Cong gido. Nhung niém tin cta sé dong 1a mot toa thubc gdm nhiéu thanh
phan."

Ong 4y da tom tit chung cho toi.

"Pau tién, voi Nho gido: day chung t6i cach cu xtt dung chudn muyc - do6i véi cha me,
thay c6, nha cai tri, voi moi ngudi. Sung bai to tién, ton tho tudng nhd cac anh hung dan toc l[am
than ho m¢nh - do 1a yéu t6 cua Nho gia. .

“Thu nhi, Pao gido [(hay Lao gido: Taoism)]: day cach hoa hop véi cac luc lugng cua tu
nhién, va véi si€u nhién - véi cac linh hon.

"Cudi cting, Phét gido: day tir bi, budng xa ban than, va tinh yéu phd quat."

Ong Dinh giai thich rdng Phét gido phat trién manh & Viét Nam tir nhiéu thé ky trudc va
sau do suy tan. "Bay gio nd né hoa trd lai - nhu mot luc luong dao dirc, va gan day ciing 13 mot
luc lwong cho chu nghia dan tdc." Va ong da dua toi dén gip Thuong Toa Tam Giac, tai trudng
Nhu Pao (Judo) Quang Trung (xem anh & cac trang 862-3 [trong nguyén ban, Ngb Bic)).
Thuong Toa Tam Giédc néi: “Chung t6i goi judo 1a* nhu dao: dao nhe nhang ”. "N6 day vé dao
dure va luan 1y, ciing giéng nhu viéc cdu nguyén trong chia vay."

Xung quanh chung t6i nam nir thiéu nién d4, vat nhau, mic quﬁn 4o judo mau tréng,
tugng trung cho sy thuan khiét. Trén tuong, cac nhac cu tugng trung cho sy hoa hop. Mot biic
tranh v& Hoa thuong Quang Puc trong ngon Itra khi ty thiéu ndm 1963, phan ddi chinh phu cta
cd Tong thong Ngod Pinh Diém. Quang Pirc twong trung cho 1ong diing cam.

Chung t6i dd duoc tham gia boi thiy day judo Pham Loi. Ong néi: “Chung t6i day thanh
nién ctia chung toi ddi mat voi chu nghia Cong san ma khong so hii. "Nhitng ngudi tré tudi can

su tu tin, va ban khong cho ho diéu d6 béng cach trao cho ho khau sung. Sung danh cho ké yéu."

Hoa Thuong Tam Giac cho biét: "Chiing t6i day cho con trai cac nguoi dap xich 16 va
cta thi tuéng. O ddy ong ciing s& thiy ngudi Cong gido, chung toi khong hoi ton gido cia ai ca.
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Chung toi ciing ¢6 ngudi My. Tham tap judo cta chung t6i do mot t6 chirc ciia My tang dit, Asia
Foundation. "

"Thugng Toa cling 1a trudng ban tuyén uy Phat gido trong quan doi Viét Nam", 6ng Dinh
bao. "Céip bac cua 6ng ay 1a trung ta, nhung khi ong dy néi chuyén véi cac tudng linh, ho ling
nghe".

Thuong toa cAm micro noi véi ca 16p: "Pay 1a mot nguoi ban dén tir My, 6ng dy mudn
biét vé& ching ta. Ching ta hiéu van minh c6 nghia la gi? Chung ta khong c6 ¥ hiéu 13 c6 duong
phd sach sg, cling khong c6 nghia 1a mic dep. Vian minh nam trong tam tri, trong cach séng ctia
mot nguoi. Trat tu, ky luat - do cling 1a van minh, va ton trong ban than va thién dinh cling vay. "

Tat ca ngdi xép hang, bat chéo chan, va tung kinh dé ton vinh Duc Phat, ngudi mang lai
nén vin minh.

Khi tin tirc ngdy cang tré nén khic nghiét hon - véi viée cac cd van My hién dang chét
hang ngay - toi rat vui khi thy nhimg ngudi ¢ Sai Gon ¢6 cai nhin vui vé khong hé bi lung lay.

"Nam Viét Nam c6 co s& cong nghiép tot nhat Dong Nam A", mot doanh nhan ban may
cong cu tor New Orleans cho biét. "Hai nghin cong viéc trong linh vuc nhya. Tam van trong céc
nha may dét. Cac nha may loc dudong, nha may giay, cac san pham cao su - noi chura day cac co
hoi!"

Sw Lac Quan Ton Tai Giira Tinh Trang Hon Loan

Thu tuéng Phan Huy Quat (xem anh & trang 836 [trong nguyén ban, Ngb Béc]) noi véi
t6i: "Khong dé tap hop dugc nhiéu phe phai chinh tri nhu vay. Nhung toi nghi ching t6i ¢6 thé
thanh cong. T6i lac quan".

Chuan Tuéng Robert R. Rowland ciia Khoéng quan Hoa Ky ciing vay. Khi chung t6i
bude vao Truong Quén y, 6ng nodi: "Rat nhiéu ngudi bi thuong da chét vi khong co ai ctru chita
truée khi ho duoc chd bay ra ngoai. Nhung day 1a mot ngay tuyét voi! | " L& tt nghiép khoa dau
tién cac bac si di tan bang may bay cua Viét Nam.

Ho quy géi dé tuyén thé. Co hi€u cuia ho mang tén T/Sgt. James E. Ellis dén tur

California, nguoi bi chét vi trong thwong khi ho hap nhan tao cho mot nguoi Viét Nam. Tudng
Rowland ty hao. "Khi ban nhin vao nhiing thanh nién nay, lam sao ban c6 thé bi quan dugc?"
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Sau do t61 gap Hoa thuong Tam Chau, Vién truéng Vién Hoa Dao Phat Gido (xem anh &
trang 837 [trong nguyén ban, Ngb Béc]). Su lac quan ctia 6ng 4y dd mang mt sic thai khéc.

Ong noi: “O Sai Gon, dan chung séng binh ling, nhung & qué thi lo s cho tinh mang cta
ho mdi ngay”. Ong vira di tham mién trung Viét Nam. Trong mot tudn, 6ng néi, VC tan cong noi
d6 — va ciing c6 cac sy ban pha va tha bom bdi cac luc lwong chinh phu - di gay ra sir tir vong
ning né cho khoang 4.000 dan 6ng, phu nir va tré em.

Bén ngan nguoi Nam Viét Nam? Trong s6 14.500.000 ngudi trong nude? O Hoa Ky, véi
dan sb 13 193.000.000 caa nd, mot tham hoa véi ty 1¢ tuong tu s& c6 nghia 1a 53.000 nguoi thiét
mang chi trong mot tuan.

“Cudc chién nay phai som két thac”, Hoa thuong Tam Chau ty tin ring két cuc s& dén
trong vong mot nam toi.

Ong Dinh dong ¥ va trich 16i Khong Tir: "Khi kho khan 16n nhét, 1a lac dén gan giai phap
nhat."

Ong Dean Rusk, Bo Truéng Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, dd noi rang chi khi nao Viét Cong va
cac déng minh Béc Viét cta ho ngung xam lugc, Nam Viét Nam méi cé thé duge hoa binh.
Nhung li¢u Viét Cong c6 dung lai?

Vao ngay cubi cung & Sai Gon, t6i di dén thim nha hién triét Siéu Hoan [hay Hoan,
Ho4n?]. Ong 1a mot bac thay vé phong thuy dia Iy, mon khoa hoc ctia Pao gido vé viéc thich tng
v6i moi trudng xung quanh dé tao ra loi thé t6t nhat. Liéu ong c6 thé tim thiy cac manh mbi vé
tuong lai trong dia ly ctia Sai Gon.

T61 nghe ndi céi tén Sai Gon cd nghia 14 "noi cuia nhitng cdy hoang duong [trong nguyén
ban ghi la hoxwood: loai gS ran chic, thé min, dung cho cac vat dung cham khéc, hay ché tao céc
nhac cu ..., cht ciia Ngo Bac] ."

"Plng thé," ong ta néi. "Nhung n6 con c6 mot ¥ nghia khac." Ong cho toi xem hai chir
Han: "Poc theo giong Quang Pong, Tsai Con [phién 4m sang tiéng Viét: Tdy Cong, 4am Han Viét
1 Sai Cén, chi vimg ddt cé cdc cdy bong gon {?], chu cua Ngo Bic], dai khai co nghia 1a 'vat
duogc trao cho nguoi phuong Tay" - nhu mot chu hau céng nap cho nudc cai tri minh. Nam 1862,
nguoi Phap yéu sdch mdt noi dé dinh cu, va nguoi Viét Nam ¢d tinh giao cho ho mot dia diém
xau. Nhin nay. "
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Ong md mot tim ban d6 va chi vao khuc ubn cong ciia song Sai Gon (xem ban dd, ¢
trang 839) [trong nguyén ban, Ngb Béc]). Puong cong niy gidng nhu mot doi canh tay nai ni
van xin - Sai Gon cau xin ving néng thon bén kia song ". Ong n6i thém, Khong ché d6 nao, Viét
Nam hay ngoai qudc, c6 thé ton tai hon mudi nim tai Sai Gon. Ché d6 doc tai ciia Ngd Dinh
Diém kéo dai chin nam rudi.

Nguoi Phap da khong ton tai gan 100 nim sao?

"Pung, vi ho cling c6 Ha N§i, mot dia diém tuyét voi, dé dbi trong voi Sai Gon."

Diéu gi s& xay ra néu mot ciy cau duoc xdy dung, va thanh phd dugc mé rong ngay trén
khuc cong bat hanh cua con séng? "Piéu d6 sé& hitu ich. Nhung hiy nhd rang, luc lugng cia tir

nhién khong quyét dinh tit ca. Cac lyc ctia con ngudi ciing phai dong mot vai trd nao do, hai hoa
v6i tu nhién. Nhirng diéu tot dep xay ra khi luc ctia con ngudi phan anh pham chét dao dirc cao."
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Tram kham xét: Canh sat lich sw kiém tra tat ca nhitng nguoi dén tai céng an ninh; Ho dat nguoi
trén moi con dwong vdo thanh phé dé han ché sw xam nhdp ciia qudn khing bé vao ban dém.
Nhitng si dé phong nhw vy da dat bdy nhitng ké sat thii dw bi. Mgt sinh vién bi bat vi mang
theo mot qua lvu dan va hai qua min che gid'u da tirc thoi bi xét xir va hanh quyét boi mot doi xwr
bén. Tuy nhién, cdc chdt né van 16t qua dwoe: Ngay 30 thang 3 vira qua, mét chiée xe gai bom
da phat né véi sirc manh khung khié’p bén canh Dai sir quan Hoa Ky tai Sai Gon, giét chét 22

nguoi va lam bi thwong khoang 180 nguoi.
skeksk
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"Con Nguoi Nhan Pugce Diéu Ho Xing Pang"

T6i van con nghi ngd. Chang phai Viét Cong vira tin cong xa trudng tai mot dia diém tdt
dep bén kia sdng, cach khach san cua t61 500 thudc Anh (yard) hay sao?

Hién triét Si€u Hoan nhan nai nhin toi.

"Gia st mdt ngudi nhan dugc mot tAn bac. Nhung phém hanh cua 6ng ta khong xtng
dang nhan duoc nhiéu nhu thé. Ong ta chi ximg dédng c6 100 can Anh (pound). Diéu gi s& xay ra
khi 6ng ta nhan dugc mot tan? Ong ta s& bi nghién nat. Con ngudi nhan dugc nhiing gi ho xing
dang."

Céc burc tudng toi trung bay cac bai tho bang tiéng Han va hinh anh cta Kinh Duong
Vuong, vi vua dugc cho 1a da tri vi Viét Nam cach day khoang 5.000 nam; ciing c6 hinh anh cua
buc Phat va cua Chua Kito.

Nha hién triet Siéu Hoan noi: “Ching ta phai dung hoa nhi€u tu tudng khac nhau.
T61 budc ra ngoai cd6 anh nang mat troi choi chang, tu hoi. Co 1€ cuoi cung thi su hai hoa
s¢ dén voi Sai Gon, va nhitng diéu tot dep s€ dén véi toan thé Viét Nam. Con c6 dan tdc nao

xtng dang hon ho?

Ngudn: Peter White va W.E. Garrett, Saigon: Eye of The Storm, National Geographic, June
1965, céac trang 834-872
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